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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claim 1-3 and 16-17, drawn to a method for identifying a compound that 
modulates the activity of a PAP phosphatase enzyme in vitro, classified in 
class 435, subclass 21 . 

II. Claim 4-15, drawn to a method for identifying a compound that modulates 
the activity of a PAP phosphatase enzyme in vivo in recombinant yeast, 
classified in class 435, subclass 731 . 

Ill Claim 18-29, drawn to a method for identifying a compound that 
modulates the activity of a sulfur assimilation pathway enzyme in vitro, 
classified in class 435, subclass 4. 

IV. Claim 30-36, and 40-48 drawn to a transgenic animal having incorporated 
into its genome a gene encoding BPntase, and the method for using said 
animal for identifying a compound for treating a toxic effect resulting from 
a therapeutic treatment, classified in class 800, subclass 3. 

V. Claim 37-39, drawn to a transgene construct comprising BPntase gene 
and a transgenic cell, classified in class 435, subclass 325. 

VI. Claim 49-55, drawn to a method for treating lithium-related toxicity in a 
subject suffering from said toxicity*, classification unknown, depending on 
the compound used for treatment. 

VII. Claim 56-62, drawn to a computer method of identifying a compound that 
modulates the activity of BPntase, classified in class 702, subclass 1 19. 
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Inventions l-VIl; are distinct for the following reasons: 

Invention I and ll-VII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown 
that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of 
operation, different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In 
the instant case the different inventions, the method of group I and methods of Group II 
-III, and VI-VII are all methods that have different modes of operation and are not 
disclosed as capable of use together. In addition the method of group I does not use 
any of the products of group IV and V. 

Invention II and invention III and VI-VII, are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated 
if it can be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have 
different modes of operation, different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, 
MPEP § 808.01 ). In the instant case the different inventions, the method of group II and 
methods of Group II, and VI-VII are all methods that have different modes of operation 
and are not disclosed as capable of use together. In addition, the method of group II 
does not use any of the products of group IV and V. 

Invention III and invention IV and VI-VII, are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated 
if it can be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have 
different modes of operation, different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, 
MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different inventions, the method of group III 
and methods VI-VIII are all methods that have different modes of operation and are not 
disclosed as capable of use together. In addition, the method of group III does not use 
any of the products of group IV and V. 
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Invention IV and invention V and VI-VII, are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated 
if it can be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have 
different modes of operation, different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, 
MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different inventions; the products of group IV 
and V are different products that are not disclosed as capable of use together. 
Furthermore, the product of group IV is not used in the methods of Groups VI and VII. 

Invention V and VI-VII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown 
that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of 
operation, different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In 
the instant case the different inventions, the products of group V is not used in any of 
the methods of group VI and VII. 

Invention VI and VII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown 
that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of 
operation, different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In 
the instant case the different inventions are two different methods that do not use the 
same product, have different modes of operation and are not disclosed as capable of 
use together. 

Inventions l-Vllare distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired 
a separate status in the art. Because of their recognized divergent subject matter and/or 
different classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
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or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a petition under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Malgorzata A. Walicka whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-0944. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 10:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ponnathapura Achutamurthy, can be reached on (571) 272-0928. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). r~k\ JL / 




Malgorzata A. Walicka, Ph.D. 
Art Unit 1652 
Patent Examiner 
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